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Please join us as our daughter

SoPhie haNNah olSeN

is called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah

Saturday November 1, 2014
10:00 a.m.

Kiddush luncheon to follow
Please RSVP by october 15 to 

jenniferfinkel@wowway.com
 

The Finkel-olsen Family

Please join us as our son

haRlaN yoNaToN

is called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah

Saturday November 22, 2014
10:00 a.m.

a festive kiddush will follow
Please RSVP by November 14 to 

bhfr0108@gmail.com
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 In ThIs Issue:

ouR ToRah SiyyuM waS a FaBulouS, haPPy eVeNT

Celebratory, humorous and, of course, 
highly participatory, our Torah 
Siyyum was a pleasure. Highlights:
  

•	 Completion of the final 18 letters 
by Torah scribe rabbi Kevin 
Hale and rabbi Steve 

•	 voices of the community reading 
dedicated Torah verses

•	 Dancing with the Torah in the 
sunshine outside the sukkah

•	  Presentation of the new Bein 
Gevra designed by Deborah 
Gross with our Hagiga children

•	 Leyning from the repaired Torah 
•	 Aliyah for the entire congregation.

Watch the video online and check out 
the additional photos on page 4.

more info 
on page	9.

Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski
Sunday, Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m.

Only two weeks 'til the trial! Get your tickets now.
Use the ticket form on page 11 or visit kolhalev.net/trial  

Joseph's Brothers: Are all equally complicit? 

mailto:jenniferfinkel%40wowway.com?subject=
mailto:bhfr0108%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bhfr0108%40gmail.com?subject=
http://kolhalev.net/live-stream
http://kolhalev.net/trial
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Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center rd. Suite 215
University Heights, oH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

deCeMBeR NewSleTTeR deadliNe: MoN., NoV. 17

Services & Programs:
The Lillian and betty ratner School
27575 Shaker boulevard
Pepper Pike, oH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office mAnAgeR:
Kelli birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn diRectOR:
robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VAlueS teAmS, cOmmitteeS and tHeiR leAdeRS

OfficeRS:

President Halle barnett
vice President Karly Whitaker
Secretary Karal Stern
Treasurer bruce Fallick & 
Catherine Fallick

At-lARge membeRS: 
molly berger
Kareen Caputo 
Kirby Date
barry epstein
elizabeth meacham

eX OfficiO membeRS:

Past President barb Truitt
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
education Dir. robyn Novick

diReCToRy

WelcOming & cARing – Lila Hanft
• Hesed – robin Holzman & martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & rachel Kay
• Calendar - Peggy Kittila & Kelli birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreaders – David roberts, Deena epstein, 
marcia Goldberg, Peggy Kittila
• Weekly Update – robin Holzman
• Website – benjamin barnett & brian miller
• marketing/Pr – Deena epstein & Halle barnett
• Tech Support – brian miller

SPiRituAl – bill Scher-marcus
• religious Practices – Karal Stern & elise Hagesfeld
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• meditation – Nancy rubel & Karly Whitaker
• music – Open
• Security Corps – Open

leARning - Leah Kamionkowski & Glenda 
Kupersmith-Kopstein
• Youth & Family education – Sue Pelleg
• Adult education – maureen Hack
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – rachel Williams & 
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci elgart
• Torah Study – ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

inVOlVed - Karly Whitaker

• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg
• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & mike 
Armin
• environmental Sustainability – miriam Geronimus

fiScAl SuStAinAbilitY – margaret Cohen 
• Fundraising – margaret Cohen, barry epstein & 
Greg Selker
• mock Trial – Open
• Cemetery – mike Armin

PARticiPAtORY – miriam Geronimus
• membership – Peggy Kittila 
• Greeters – Kelli birch (office manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli birch (office manager)
• High Holy Days – marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Leah Kamionkowski 
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

cOmmitteeS diRectlY AccOuntAble 
tO tHe bOARd
• Finance – Pete robertson & Greg Selker
• ratner Liaison – mike Caputo
• rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & barry epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Team leaders

 board of trustees

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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FaMilieS aNd FaVoRiTiSM

The story of Joseph and his brothers may be one of the better-known stories of the Hebrew bible, 
thanks to the long-running broadway musical  and film, Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, This story is in many ways a continuation of the narrative themes that precede it in the 
Torah: Parental favoritism, vying for the role of covenant keeper, deceit, tragic and ironic reversals. 

on an initial reading, this story, as well as the 
earlier ones, seems to be full of surprisingly 
candid and unflattering disclosures of the foibles 
within the individual matriarchs and patriarchs 
and within their family units.  Somehow, 
even after experiencing the fallout from the 
negative dynamics of his own family of origin, 
Jacob inexplicably repeats some of the very 
same problematic behaviors of his parents 
in relationship to his own children.  In some 
respects his situation is even more deplorable in 
that he blatantly expresses his clear favoritism 
within a family system containing multiple 
mothers, whereas in the case with his own 
brother esau, they at least had both of the same 
parents.
 
However, it is also possible to read this text at a more archetypal level and see that it raises basic 
existential questions about the source of our value as human beings and the process of character 
development.  How much do we need to feel “chosen” from among our fellow siblings, friends, co-
workers, etc. in order to experience ourselves as having worth and significance?

To what extent do we succumb to the temptation to judge and 
categorize people who cross our paths, as well as people within 
our lives, according to relatively superficial criteria, rather than 
making the effort to discern the “Divine image” that lies below 
the surface to one degree or another?  How can we cultivate the 
discipline to perceive the unique combination of gifts that each 
human being represents?  How can we go about strengthening the 
part of ourselves that can transcend the reactivity of a group when a 
stressful situation arises? To what extent do challenges and failures 
provide the essential ingredients for the growth and deepening of our 
hearts and souls?

 
All of these questions and more confront us as we once again wend our way through the narrative of 
Joseph and his brothers.  I look forward to the conversations over the next several weeks in which we 
will work together to begin formulating our current answers to such questions.

rabbi Steve

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on mon., 
Wed., Thurs. and Fri. mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net.

Joseph’s Brothers Sell Him into Captivity by 
Konstantin Flavitsky . 1855.

do we need to 
feel "chosen" . . 
.  to experience 
ourselves as 
having worth and 
significance?
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ToRah SiyyuM, oCT. 12, 2014
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welCoMe To STaV ShuKeR, ouR ShiNShiNiah

I am continually amazed by the wealth of human, material and financial resources that 
Kol HaLev and the entire Jewish educational community of Cleveland enjoys. one 
such resource are the Shinshinim – the young adults who participate in the Shnot Shirut 
(Year of Service, or "shin-shin") program. The shinshinim are Israeli emissaries sent 
by the Israeli government and the Jewish Agency for Israel to communities abroad 
with the goal of educating people of all ages about Israel and Israeli culture.  This year 
our shinshiniah is Stav Shuker and she will be working with the children in Hagiga, 
as well as youth group.  Here are excerpts of a letter she wrote to us this past summer 
introducing herself.  I hope you join me in welcoming her to our community!

Kol Tuv,
robyn

"My name is Stav Shuker and I am 17 years old. I am from Kfar Saba, which is a small city (20 minutes 
away from Tel Aviv). I have 2 siblings, my older sister -Einav and my younger brother - Nadav. Einav is 
21 years old and she serves in the Army as a Caracal fighter, Last summer Einav went to Camp Tevya in 
New Hampshire as an Israeli culture counselor. . . . She is an amazing sister and  one of the people who 
inspires me.

"Nadav is 10 years old and he is in the 5th grade. Nadav likes playing tennis 
and swims a lot. He is a smart kid, very cynical and everyone in the house 
gives him special attention because he is the youngest child.  My mother's 
name is Aviva. She works for the Jewish Agency and she is 45 years old. My 
father's name is Golan. He used to work for the army in the Air Force. He 
retired two years ago and now he is the owner of an electricity business,

"My mother's parents came from Iraq, and my father's parents came from Yemen. We are a very close 
family and every Friday night we do KIDUS together  with all the extended family. 

"I joined camp “Sister Movement” of the youth movement “Ha’Bonim Dror” (U.S, Canada, Brazil, 
and more). It was an amazing experience for me. Then I participated in the student exchange project in 
Columbus Ohio . . .  [and] I was in Ohio for 3 weeks and it was the first time that I felt connected to the 
Jews all over the world. During the delegation I understood how important the connection is.

"In 2012 my friend Eylon and I founded and the "Dugri" Organization- an organization 
which is designed to increase the awareness and involvement of youth in politics and 
current events in our country and the world."Dugri" is my place to say everything that 
comes to my mind and I get to hear other opinions on different subjects."

In her free time, Stav likes "painting, playing my guitar and knitting." She likes " all kinds 
of music" and her favorite singer is Shlomo Harzi and favorite band is "Ivri Lider and 
revolutionary."  

Stav describes herself as "a creative person, open and tolerant and I try to do everything 
with joy, laughter and a smile." About this year, Stav says, she is looking forward to 

"representing Israel as I see it through my eyes," and forming "strong and true bonds with the people I 
work with."

robyn novIckhaGiGa haPPeNiNGS
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Hinei ma tov u’ma na’im shevet achim gam yachad

Here’s what’s really great: That we’re here together.

I’ve always enjoyed that one. It’s sentimental but true. How affirming to have Dr. ron 
Wolfson of the Center for relational Judaism cement the “why” in my head the other 
day. Dr. Wolfson was in Cleveland to headline a community-wide day of learning, to 
help congregational and other Jewish organizational teams better connect with what it 

means, in practice, to be more “relational” in our behavior as organizations. rabbi Steve, robyn Novick, Leah 
Kamionkowski and I were fortunate to attend, and came away with some great food for thought. many thanks to 
rabbi Jeff and the Jewish education Center of Cleveland for bringing the engaging Dr. Wolfson to town.

Coming from Kol HaLev, I guess I take this idea of “relational organizational behavior” for granted. As 
reconstructionists, we are, somewhat by definition, naturally relational. We are very intentional about meeting 
Judaism, and other people, “where they are.” Indeed, the thing that drew me to Kol HaLev membership, long 
before I knew much about reconstructionism, was that sense of feeling known – a deeper, more affirming sense 
than feeling welcomed. To be connected to our history and traditions through the unique kind of questioning that 
thrives in these circles is to be held gently in a place, and by a community, that values each individual. To be 
engaged in study, in prayer, and in service, not just because I can contribute but because I am a human being, ups 
the meaning and personal value of my presence and participation.

Unsurprisingly, not all Jewish organizations can claim this value proposition. Thankfully, Kol HaLev not 
only knows our value proposition, but we’re decent at articulating that which makes us distinct from other 
congregations with which people could choose to affiliate. “Welcoming, participatory and inclusive” for 
example, are a few of those table-stakes buzzwords that could describe nearly any membership organization in 
the 21st century. Who the heck would join an organization that didn’t claim to be welcoming, participatory and 
inclusive? In some communities, those words might mean that they have intergenerational programming, or that 
anyone is allowed to be a member, or even that their services have lots of responsive readings. In Kol HaLev we 
know – and value– that creative collaboration drives everything we do, because community feels richer when 
made by the community, not just as a product or service to be taken advantage of. That connectedness developed 
through our co-creativity is one way we do “welcoming, participatory, and inclusive” differently than other 
communities.

The village mentality well-understood, the question remains: How best to truly live it? How best to connect with 
each other most meaningfully, most deeply, as individuals, as interconnected groups, as Jews, as keepers of the 
world, through the ways we co-create Kol HaLev? How best to get to really know each others’ stories? Can we 
model this deeply-held value of connectedness in our processes, our committees, our personal commitments?

Food for thought indeed, and ongoing conversation, for all of us. I am, as always, grateful for the opportunity to 
build this heart-centered house with all of you.

Lest you think I neglected to provide an immediate practical way to engage with this idea, I’ll just throw out 
there that it isn’t just worship services that connect us to our tradition, or oneg conversations that enable us to 
share our stories, or hesed opportunities that exemplify the deep value we have for each other. Another way to 
get inside each other’s heads and hearts is to throw ourselves into completely new environments and taste new 
ideas – together.

This month: Taste something new at Kol HaLev – not just to broaden your palate, but to deepen the savor of the 

halle BaRNeTTFRoM ouR PReSideNT

continued on page 10
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.
We send condolences to Kol HaLev members greg, Pam, elaine and esther millas on the loss 

of Greg’s father, Alan Irving miller of Florida, may his memory be for a blessing.  The family 
plans a memorial service for Sunday, Nov, 16; please watch for further details including exact 
time and place  may Greg and Pam and their entire family find comfort at this time of loss, along 
with all those who are in mourning, among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.
 
We also send condolences to Kol HaLev member Pauline Raymond on the loss of her mother, 
rita raymond, may her memory be for a blessing.  The funeral was held in maine; a local shiva 
observance is not planned. may Pauline and her entire family find comfort at this time of loss, 
along with all those who are in mourning, among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.

 We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to Jayne Jones, Jean 
miller, fred chenin, Roberta tonti, Pauline Raymond and Sam Kelman.  our thoughts are 
with Abe chasin and his family for the recent loss of muriel, may her memory be for a blessing.

october was a very busy month for the Hesed Committee. Todah rabah (thank you) to molly 
berger, the monthly Coordinator in october, and to the many people in our community who 
stepped up and brought support when needed. 

our High Holy Day sign up did not reach as many members as we had hoped. We invite you to 
ask yourself: How have you been touched by the kindness of others and in what ways are you 
willing to increase your own Gemilut Hasadim within our community and beyond?

Our experience with the Hesed committee has shown us in a myriad of ways how central 
the concept of Gemilut Hasadim, or Acts of Kindness is to building and nurturing the 
community of Kol HaLev. It is through the small acts of bringing a meal, offering rides, 
attending a shiva minyan, or visiting the sick that we make connections, build bonds, and 
create the web that nurtures, sustains and connects us, bringing a deep sense of holiness to 

the ordinary work of making community. It is truly the heartbeat 
of Kol HaLev.

Please sign up to join us in the work of the Hesed Committee. Signing 
up does not commit you to anything; you are signing up only to 
receive an email when a need arises. When an email arrives, you 
can decide at that point whether or how you are able to help out -- 
you are under no obligation. 

We are trying a new, simpler sign-up system using Sign Up Genius 
(which you should be comfortable with since we have been using it 
for Kiddush Sponsor and Greeter sign ups.) There you will be able 
to specify the types of support you may be able to provide.

If you know of anyone in need of Hesed support, contact rabbi Steve or robin Holzman 
(robinholzman@gmail.com) and martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

heSed

Note: in signing 
up, you commit 

only to receive an 
email when a need 
arises; at that time 
you can decide if 
and how you can 

help.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aaad28a7f94-5775
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aaad28a7f94-5775
mailto:robinholzman@gmail.com
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
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SPiRiTual "Field TRiP" To ReV. lewiS'S ChuRCh

We at Kol HaLev have been blessed with the ongoing connection over the past several years with reverend 
Leah Lewis.  While initially meeting through our mutual interest in Greater Cleveland Congregations 
(GCC), we have developed our relationship through her visits to our community, through her support of 
and participation in our annual mock trial and through our visits to olivet Institutional baptist Church, 
the congregation she used to serve, to experience their worship service and to study together about the 
Jewishness of Jesus.  reverend Lewis now serves a new congregation, the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, and she has invited our community once again to come for a visit to a Sunday morning worship 
service, and so a group of us will be heading there on Sunday morning, November 23..  Anyone interested 
in participating in this spiritual field trip should be in touch with our office manager Kelli birch (kelli@
kolhalev.net) who will be keeping the list of those who would like to come along and rabbi Steve will be in 
touch with those on the list with more details about time and transportation.

woMeN'S ShaBBaT PoTluCK diNNeR SCheduled FoR NoV. 7

All women at Kol HaLev are cordially invited to our Kabbalat Shabbat Potluck Dinner at the home of 
margy Weinberg in Cleveland Heights, on Friday, Nov. 7 at 7:00 p.m. our lovely gatherings of the women 
of our community provide a wonderful opportunity to share time in a relaxed environment. What a great 
way to start our Shabbat celebration.

While food categories are unassigned it is helpful to let margy Weinberg know what you will be bringing. 
in case others inquire about what they might bring to "fill in the gaps." Food contributions should be parve 
or milk and "allergy aware" (no tree nuts or peanuts). It is most helpful when you are able to bring serving 
dishes and utensils and prepare the items for serving.

We would appreciate it if someone can volunteer to bring drinks, wine and 2 challot. 
    
Please rSvP to margy.weinberg@gmail.com no later than Wednesday, Nov. 5. once you rSvP, you will 
receive an email with detailed directions to margy’s home.

aFTeRNooN ToRah STudy oN SaTuRday, NoV. 8

The next Afternoon Torah Study will be held at the home of Anna  and Sam Kelman in S. euclid on Nov. 
8 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. The discussion of Chapter 3 of Pirkei Avot (ethics of the Fathers) will be led by Sam 
Kelman. Please join us to debate tradition and new ideas. 

KidduSh SPoNSoRS aNd GReeTeRS STill Needed!!

 If you have not completed your membership commitment of sponsoring a Kiddush or serving as 
a greeter, please sign up now!  Kiddush sign ups can be found at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1 and greeter sign ups can be found at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.

NewS & aNNouNCeMeNTS

mailto:kelli@kolhalev.net
mailto:kelli@kolhalev.net
mailto:margy.weinberg%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.
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CalliNG FoR SaFeTy CoRPS VoluNTeeRS

We are putting together a new Safety Corps, a group of volunteers who help preserve the safety of all of 
our members during services and other Kol HaLev events. volunteers will be trained and will take a "shift" 
once a month or so, depending on the number of volunteers If you or a family member are interested in 
participating in the safety corps, contact bill Scher-marcus at scher.marcus@gmail.com.

adulT leaRNiNG PReSeNTS "ReCoNSTRuCTioNiSM 101" 

Are you new to Kol HaLev or reconstructionism? Do you find yourself tongue-tied when friends and 
relatives ask you to define reconstructionism or to compare it to the other major Jewish movements? Then 
come to recon 101 with rabbi Steve. examine the core ideas and history of the reconstructionist approach 
to Judaism, and learn about some of the unique aspects of our movement. 

This Kol HaLev class on understanding the reconstructionist movement will be held on two Sundays, 
from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Nov. 23 at the home of David Shutkin and Connie Friedman and on  Dec. 7 at 
the home of maureen Hack. All members are welcome. You can come to any of these sessions without 
attending the others. For more information contact rabbi Steve.

NewS & aNNouNCeMeNTS

 

The month of intrigue begins!

Joseph’s Brothers: 
Are all equally complicit?

Sunday, November 2, 7:30 pm
Siegal College – Beachwood

 A special adult education session with 
Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski

Dr. Kamionkowski is chair of the department of biblical civilization and associate professor of 
Bible at the *Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, and a prodigious author on biblical literature, 
feminist readings of biblical texts, and the intersection between scholarship and social justice.

Whet your appetite for the 11/15 mock trial at this intriguing 
conversation with one of RRC’s* rock star scholars!

mailto:scher.marcus@gmail.com
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people with whom you share the experiences that bind. Delve into delicious conversation at the adult education 
session with Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski on Sunday, Nov. 2 (see page 9). Come and play jury at our fourth annual 
mock trial on Saturday, Nov. 15, with both an eagerness for and the knowing that fun and inventive new ways 
of looking at old ideas with your fellows are potent connectors. Check out a Torah study or the book club or the 
member-led Shabbat service; who is there, and why? bring your little ones to experience each other in song at 
Tot Shabbat. Support the extraordinary teens who will become bnai mitzvah this month and get their take on the 
universe as they lead and leyn and teach and advocate. Come together to come together. Share yourselves, and 
open to hearing, seeing, learning each other. The true substance of Kol HaLev is us.

FRoM ouR PReSideNT, continued from page 6

Kol haleV KVellS
Mazal tov to Robin Shell on completing the Akron marathon on Sept. 27.  Although 
robin has been on a fitness journey for some time, this was her first marathon. 

Previously, robin has participated in "obstacle Course races like the Tough mudder 
and Spartan race," which combine running with obstacles. "Those races are all about 
camaraderie and teamwork, not about a finishing time," robin explains. "Just finishing 
is an amazing experience."

Her first marathon "was definitely difficult," robin reports. "running is a very mental 
sport . . .and [a marathon] is 4 1/2 hours of relative monotony." Fortunately, she knew 
quite a few people on the course and among the spectators: "my family was waiting 

at mile 25 and my kids (gabriel and lucas) paced the last mile of the race with me."   Kol HaLev members 
Rachel, Ziggy, gwen and clay Williams "screamed to me from the roof of a building around mile 10" and 
"were waiting with water at mile 22." robin, who belongs to a running group called "moms run This Town," 
also saw "a few other momma runners on the course" and in the crowd..

Those familiar faces gave robin a boost when she needed it. "I had severe calf cramps around mile 21 which 
forced me to do a run/walk for the last 5 miles (I’ve never walked during a race before)," robin recalls. What 
kept her going was thinking, "Just 1 more mile and I’ll see rachel.  Just 4 more miles and I’ll see my kids."

To prepare for the marathon, robin followed a 4 month training plan that involved 4 days of running and cross-
training with High Intensity Interval Training (HIIT), yoga and weights. running, says robin, is a continual 
learning process: "Some days are good, some days are hard, but no matter what, at the end of a run, I am always 
happy." What motivates her, says robin, isn't how she'll stack up to other runners, but the fact that "I have set out 
to accomplish a goal and have achieved that goal. To me, that is winning." Despite the cramps, robin's finishing 
time was 4:35:23, within 5 minutes of her goal of 4:30, which, she admits, "is pretty cool." 

Mazal tov to Tal Shutkin, son of david Shutkin and connie friedman, who 
is a member of the Shaker Heights High School varsity Soccer Team.  The team 

won the district championship for the first time in 
46 years. 

Mazal tov to barbara and barry epstein, who 
last month were inducted into The Agnon School's "Legacy Society," a group 
comprised of people who have pledged a planned gift to Agnon. barbara and barry 
recently established the epstein Family Tuition Assistance Fund which provides 
tuition assistance with a focus on Kol Halev congregants. 

http://kolhalev.net/trial
http://kolhalev.net/trial
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Charges of kidnapping and human trafficking have been filed. 
The trial convenes November 15.

Has parental favoritism paved the way for criminal intent? YOU decide the brothers’ fate!

presents

Be part of the jury for this riveting live courtoom drama!
Don’t miss the rousing City Club Forum discussion!

Thrill at the all-star cast of  Cleveland’s best and brightest!

 
Tickets are going fast! Get yours at 
www.kolhalev.net/trial

Attorneys and social workers:  Get continuing ed credits!  
See details when ordering

The People vs. Joseph’s Brothers
Saturday 

November 15
7:30 p.m

C|M|Law 
Moot Court Room

1801 Euclid Ave, Cleveland

* $125 seats include dessert reception with the cast. For mail-in orders, use the form in this newsletter.  

Thank you to our generous sponsors:  
The Leon and Gloria 

Plevin Fund School of Social Work

Pantone 2756 Blue        Pantone 1797 Red

TICKETS: $30 - $125*
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The Kol Halev board met october 13 at barry epstein’s home. Following a bracha led by rabbi Steve 
and a teaching for Sukkot given by barry, the board approved the September minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:
bruce reported that the total in all the accounts as of october 12 was approximately $170,000. The 
September net income was approximately $46,000. Due to the High Holy Days all collections and 
expenses had not been recorded. It was anticipated that bruce would be able to provide an accurate net 
income and YTD comparison by the November board meeting. 

Income from dues was similar to last year but the amount of member commitments was substantially 
decreased. A number of member households had not yet made membership commitments. The board 
was asked to contact members and remind them to send in their commitment forms. A discussion 
followed about dues commitments and other issues needing to be addressed at the upcoming finance 
committee meeting. 

torah Scroll update:
rabbi Steve reported that negotiations with Cedar-Sinai Synagogue have progressed. rabbi Steve 
and visiting sofer, rabbi Kevin Hale inspected this scroll and felt it would be a worthwhile purchase. 
Negotiations and decisions still need to be made by both congregations. It is premature to plan 
anything but the idea of marching the Torah from Cedar Sinai Synagogue to ratner School has been 
warmly received by many Kol HaLev members. 

Proposal from Art biaganti:
Art presented a proposal for a visual storytelling project. He wants to document a year in the life of 
Kol Halev as a faith community through still photographs and interviews. members would be featured 
focusing on the various roles in creating community. 

This would not be sponsored by Kol Halev or intended to make any sort of profit for any person or 
entity. Any participation would be strictly voluntary. There are a number of questions and concerns 
that need to be addressed before this can be presented as a formal proposal to the board. Art will meet 
with the religious Practices Committee in January to begin this preliminary process of exploration.

Safety update:
bill shared that 12-24 people volunteered for the Safety Corps during the High Holy Day Services 
and related activities. The paid security officers were coordinated through Pepper Pike at a total cost 
of $850. Safety concerns and training for Safety Corps volunteers were briefly discussed. It was noted 
that robyn Novick would be coordinating safety training for volunteer members involved in youth 
educational programs.

updates:
Halle reported that ticket sales were slow for the mock trial. Ideas for more publicity and increased 
sponsorships were discussed. members were urged to volunteer in planning and assisting the day of 
the trial. 

An evaluation committee is being formed to renegotiate the contract for the educational director. A 

 board reporT karal sTern, secreTary

continued on page 14
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• elinor friedman in memory of Seymour Friedman, ben Yosowitz and Helen Yosowitz Glaser
• Karal Stern in commemoration of the yahrzeits of her father, bernard Stern and her brother, 

James michael Stern
• Happy Wallach in honor of Ziv Solomon's bar mitzvah
• Ruth Ness to rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in memory of muriel Chasin
•	

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved, or for any reason you'd 
like by check or online -- whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you! You can also pay for 
dues, Hagiga tuition, Mishloach Manot and many other things online as well as by check. 

♦ Pay by check. Just drop a check in the mail to: Kol HaLev | 2245 Warrensville Center Road, Suite 
215 | University Heights, OH 44118 You'll receive a confirmation that your payment was received.

OR
♦ Make an online donation. You can pay safely and securely by credit card or electronic check at Kol 
HaLev's PaySimple page at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple. (Note: Kol HaLev pays a small fee for 
transactions processed through PaySimple).

CoNTRiBuTioNS

board member is needed to serve on this committee. The finance committee will be addressing 
budgetary concerns related to the education programming this year when there is a programmatic 
review. 

the board retreat is scheduled for Sunday, January 25 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A location is needed. 

The next board meeting will be monday, Nov. 10 at 7:30 at the home of bruce and Catherine Fallick.  
All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend.

respectfully submitted,

Karal Stern
Secretary

BoaRd RePoRT, continued from page 13

RoSh hodeSh RhyThM oF The MoNThS walKiNG MediTaTioN 

Join us on the first morning of every Hebrew month as we spend time outdoors to reflect on the cycles 
of nature and the rhythms of the Jewish calendar. This free program of the mandel Jewish Community 
Center in beachwood will meet on the first morning of the next three consecutive Hebrew months: Nov. 
23, Dec. 23 and Jan. 21. The walks begin at 7:30 a.m. at Horseshoe Lake Park, 17499 S. Park blvd. 
in Shaker Heights, on the bridge at the west end of the lake. No pre-registration is required. For more 
information, contact Kirby Date at kdate@sbcglobal.net..

http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple
mailto:kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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The November book group meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 20, at the home of Selma 
and ralph Gwatkin. We will discuss The Aleppo Codex: In Pursuit of One of the 
World’s Most Coveted, Sacred and Mysterious Books by matti Friedman (320 pages, 
a Kindle version exists). Please note that this month we're meeting on the THIrD 
Thursday to accommodate Thanksgiving. 

A brief book description from Amazon: A thousand years ago, the most perfect copy 
of the Hebrew bible was written. It was kept safe through one upheaval after another 
in the middle east, and by the 1940s it was housed in a dark grotto in Aleppo, Syria, 
and had become known around the world as the Aleppo Codex.

Journalist matti Friedman’s true-life detective story traces how this precious manuscript was smuggled 
from its hiding place in Syria into the newly founded state of Israel and how and why many of its most 
sacred and valuable pages went missing. It’s a tale that involves grizzled secret agents, pious clergymen, 
shrewd antiquities collectors, and highly placed national figures who, as it turns out, would do anything to 
get their hands on an ancient, decaying book. What it reveals are uncomfortable truths about greed, state 
cover-ups, and the fascinating role of historical treasures in creating a national identity.

The book for December will be A Journey to the End of the Millennium – A Novel of the Middle Ages by 
A. b. Yehoshua.

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web page 
(http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to 
the group’s email list. 

  hug hasefer: book dIscussIon group

 

members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Isaac Klein (Yitsach) —  cousin of brenda Goodman
•	 Harry beckerman —  father of eda Weiss
•	 rose beckerman —  mother of eda Weiss
•	 betty Kohn —  stepmother of ron Kohn
•	 Heidi manela (Shoshanna) —  grandmother of Aaron manela
•	 Fred manela (Avraham) —  grandfather of Aaron manela
•	 barney Lasky —  father of renee Siegel
•	 Adeline rothenberg berger —  grandmother of Nancy Frazier

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either 
the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular 

or the Hebrew yahrzeit date. You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

yahRzeiTS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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It’s been an exciting couple of months for GCC, with several very large actions and some big results as 
well. Kol HaLev members can be quite proud of the work our GCC volunteers have done to make this 
happen. Please read on to learn more.

gcc Yom Kippur tikkun Olam Activity:  Kol HaLev was privileged to host a visit from Pastor 
richard Gibson of elizabeth baptist Church who talked about not only his GCC activities in the areas of 
education and gun violence, but also the many other social action/charitable activities their church offers 
to those in need. Pastor Gibson surprised many of us when he shared that he was fasting that day in unity 
with us and that he and other church members fast and pray monthly to help various groups within their 
congregation.

education task force: The education team is focused on getting Cleveland voters to pass the upcoming 
bond renewal levy this November, allowing schools to continue renovating, rebuilding and repairing their 
buildings so children can learn safely in them. The team is looking for help canvassing neighborhoods, 
phone banking, and helping on election Day.  Anyone interested in participating can contact Sue Pelleg at 
suelisw@aol.com.

Two initiatives were highlighted at an exciting 1000 person event that took place in late August and at 
large follow up meetings in September (See WKYC’s coverage of the September gun violence reduction 
event at: http://on.wkyc.com/1sVEddA):

Gun Violence Task Force:  GCC is working to reduce gun violence through: 
a) creating a Gun Taskforce to analyze and stop the flow of illegal guns in our county and 
b) calling on mayors locally and nationally to sign a request For Information to european gun 
manufacturers urging them to sell safer firearms and distribute weapons more responsibly. Thanks to GCC 
member meetings with local mayors and over 780 follow up letters sent, at least 13 local mayors and 39 
additional mayors or governors nationwide have signed this rFI. The countywide Gun Taskforce has 
already been created and begun its work.

criminal Justice task force: GCC has called on the county prosecutor to stop charging non-violent 
drug offenders with felonies which has turned our county into a felon factory and ruined the futures of 
thousands of young people. County Prosecutor Tim mcGinty attended the August meeting and publicly 
agreed to meet with GCC reps to discuss. The task force is calling on the prosecutor to refer people facing 
drug-related charges to drug court where they can receive treatment instead of punishment.

Health task force: Sue Pelleg has spearheaded this task force which was researching mental health 
needs in Cuyahoga County, especially the needs of young people, to determine what strategies GCC 
members can most effectively pursue to improve their situation. The task force has discovered many 
potential resources that are currently not reaching those in need, among other findings.

Do any of these issues concern you as well? Please join Kol HaLev’s current GCC volunteers to make a 
difference in our county. Contact Sue Pelleg at suelisw@aol.com to get involved.

news

mailto:suelisw@aol.com
http://on.wkyc.com/1sVEddA
mailto:suelisw@aol.com
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 CaleNdaR
Sat., Nov. 1 9:15‐10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha in the Ratner Art Room, for 5‐7 grade Hagiga 

students. Light breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt.
10:00‐12:30 p.m. Bat Mitzvah of Sophie Hannah Olsen at Ratner. Parsha: Lech Lecha ; service leaders: 

Sophie Olsen and Rabbi Steve.  Kiddush Sponsors: Eric Olsen & Jennifer Finkel. 
Greeters: Louise Elkind and Chip May. 

10:30‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat in Ratner rooms 113/114, for families with children in preschool 

and under.
4:00‐5:00 p.m. Bonim Event ‐ Havdalah Hike at Euclid Creek Reservation, Euclid, OH 44143, meet by 

the playground
Sun., Nov. 2 19:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner

7:30‐9:00 p.m. Adult Education Special Event ‐ Joseph's Brothers: Are all equally complicit? . A 
special adult education session with guest scholar Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski. More 
information on page 9

Mon., Nov. 3 7:30‐8:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
Wed., Nov. 5 7:00‐8:30 p.m. Communications Team Meeting
Fri., Nov. 7 7:00‐9:00 p.m. Women's Shabbat Dinner at the home of Margy Weinberg, More information on page 

8. Please RSVP to Margy Weinberg no later than Nov. 5
Sat., Nov. 8 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Member‐led Shabbat Service in Ratner Chapel; Vayera ; Service leader: Larry Solomon. 

Kiddush sponsor: Kirby Date and Richard Litwin in honor of their 29th wedding 
anniversary

10:30‐12:30 p.m. Gesher
3:30‐5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of Anna and Sam Kelman. More info on page 8

Sun., Nov. 9 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner
Mon., Nov. 10 7:30‐9:00 p.m.

Board Meeting at the home of Bruce and Catherine Fallick. All members welcome

Sat., Nov. 15 9:15‐10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha in the Ratner Art Room, for 5‐7 grade Hagiga 
students. Light breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt

10:30‐12:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah Study at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Ratner Library. Chayei Sara; Service co‐leaders: Josh Cheyfitz and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush 
sponsors: Anita Cohn. One more kiddush sponsor needed

10:30‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat in Ratner rooms 113/114, for families with children in preschool 

and under
7:30‐11:00 p.m. Mock Trial: The People vs. Joseph's Brothers at the Cleveland‐Marshall College of Law, 

1801 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. For  more info and order form, see pages 11‐12 or visit  
http://www.kolhalev.net/trial

Sun., Nov. 16 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner.
Mon., Nov. 17
Wed., Nov. 19 7:30 p.m. Rabbi Jonathan Slater: A Partner in Holiness (Community Event) at B'nai Jeshurun 

Congregation, 27501 Fairmount Blvd., 44124. Deepening mindfulness, practicing 
compassion and enriching our lives through the wisdom of R. Levi Yitzhak of 
Berdichev's Kedushat Levi.  In lieu of the November meeting, the Mindful Jewish 
Practice group invites you to attend this program

Deadline for the December issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
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The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the 
most current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

  

Thurs., Nov. 20 7:00‐8:30 p.m. Greater Cleveland Congregations Delegate Assembly Meeting at Antioch Baptist 
Church, 8869 Cedar Ave. Each issue action team ‐ Criminal Justice, Education, and Gun 
Violence Reduction ‐ will give reports on their progress, successes, and next steps. The 
newly elected Strategy Team will report on budget, staffing, recruitment, and GCC's 
strategic plan. Everyone is invited! Contact Allen Binstock for more information

7:30‐9:00 p.m. Book Club Meeting at the home of Selma and Ralph Gwatkin. More information on 
page 15

Sat., Nov. 22 10:00‐12:30 p.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Harlan Friedman‐Romell at Ratner. Toldot.  RSVPs appreciated by 
November 7 to Beth Friedman‐Romell at bhfr0108@gmail.com

Sun., Nov. 23 7:30‐8:30 a.m. Rosh Chodesh: Rhythm of the Months Walking Meditation at Horseshoe Lake in 
Shaker Heights. More information on page 14

9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner
TBA "Spiritual Field Trip" to the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.  More 

information on page 8. If you're interested, email Kelli Birch; details about time and 
transportation will be sent out later to those who express an interest

7:30‐9:00 p.m. Recon 101 at the home of David Shutkin and Connie Friedman. See description on page 
9.  Please RSVP to David Shutkin at dshutkin@jcu.edu 

Tues., Nov. 25 7:30‐8:30 p.m. Religious Practices Subcommittee meeting
Sat., Nov. 29
Sun., Nov. 30 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner

No Shabbat Service today due to Thanksgiving

http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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Kol halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

aBouT ThiS NewSleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s reconstructionist 
Jewish Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe reader or printed 
out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


